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Neutral Protestants 


SO a meee 


All too often a doctrinal irresolution and uncertainty is found to be typical 
of great sections of the Protestant clergy. Many ministers are willing to sub- 
scribe to a creed or statement of faith, but are unwilling to define what they 
personally believe by such statements. They prefer to be vague, indefinite, and 
to suspend judgment. The same words and phrases mean different things to 
different individuals. They put their own content and meaning into the words 


they use and the creeds to which they subscribe 


There is much talk about the glory of the Protestant ethic, a great concern 
over the moral bankruptcy of the nation, including church members, but the 
Protestant ethic today is devoid of the sense of divine imperative because it is 
not the product of right doctrine rooted in Scripture, held with conviction, 
but is merely part of the great American dream and tradition. Christian doc- 
trine rightly held inevitably results in Christian morality and Christian ethics. 
And if there is a divorce between theology and ethics, it is either because of 
wrong theology or theology wrongly held. 


—C. Stacey Woods, in 
United Evangelical Action 
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The two feature contributions to 
this issue (p. 5 and 7) were written 
by Roman Catholics. “Religion In 
Latin America” was written by the 
Professor of Economic Geography in 
Laval University, Quebec, Canada, and 
is published with his permission. 
“Eternal Springtime” was written by 
a former Roman Catholic priest (now 
preparing for the Protestant min- 
istry). You will be interested in see- 
ing how things look to one who is 
a Roman Catholic and how they look 
to one who was. 








Every once in a while a welcome 
straw blows by in the other direction 
in the Church-State controversy. The 
Supreme Court of Vermont has ruled 
unanimously that it is contrary to both 
the state and U. S. constitutions for 
public tax funds to be used to pay 
the fees of pupils attending Roman 
Catholic schools, a practice the South 
Burlington school board has been fol- 
lowing for years. Defending its ac- 
tion before the court, the board argued 
that tuition payments did not consti- 
tute support of a religious institution. 
If not, we worder what did they sup- 
port? 





Memo to “A Subscriber”: There is 
one place where the Apostle Paul says: 
“Here is the Gospel, the Good News 
which I preach, the message which you 
believed, the truth you profess and by 
which you were saved — unless, of 
course, you didn’t really believe it!’ 
Look at the opening verses of I Cor. 
15. 





Correction: The Rev. Clinton C. 
Baker, author of the three studies on 
missions which recently appeared in the 
Journal, has indicated that in his opin- 
ion the editing of the second study 
(Jan. 25) before publication changed 
the thrust of references to cooperative 
bodies such as the NCC so as to imply 
a criticism of persons rather than 
principles. If the closing paragraph 
of that study conveyed to you the im- 
pression of unfair criticism, blame the 
editor, not the author. 


Vol. XIX February 15, 1961 No. 42 


CONTENTS 





RELIGION IN LATIN AMERICA SS 
Paul Bouchard 
ETERNAL SPRINGTIME sin initighiasielaea eee 
EDITORIALS ‘idibdtiacs des tesigecaiein 10 
A LAYMAN AND HIS CHURCH _ sd 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON, February 26 _.. 13 
YOUTH PROGRAM, February 26 _.......___-____ 15 
ween Creueees AL Oe FT. inn 
CHILDREN o Basie STUDIES LL Be 
THE MAILBAG sinssiiithilicicinseninn 
Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. ee 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 


L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Arthur H. Matthews 


Managing Editor 
Associate Editor 
_Editorial Assistant 





The Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the Gospel, the faith which was once 
for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


Editorial Offices: 84 Kimberly Ave., Asheville, N. C. All editorial correspondence 
should be addressed to Asheville, P. O. Box 3108. 


Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C., where all changes of address, business and 
advertising correspondence should be addressed. Subscription price, $3 a year. 
Every Family Plan for churches, $2. 


Second-class mail privileges authorized at Weaverville, N. C. Vol. XIX, No. 42, 
February 15, 1961. 


Changes of address: Please send both old and new addresses, allowing three 
weeks for change in continental U. 8. 






































News ROUN 








JUP 











CONGO — Large-scale evacuation of 
American missionaries from Oriental 
Province had started at press time for 
this issue. 
that Southern Presbyterians, in neigh- 


There was no indication 


boring Kasai Province, were in any im- 
mediate danger. 





BRAZIL — The basin of the Ama- 
zon River (with its tributaries) covers 
an area half as large as the United 
States. Throughout a large part of 
this area, water transportation is still 
the best (sometimes the only) avail- 
able. “The Presbyterian,” pictured 


below, will be used to travel to many 
villages around Belem, located at the 
mouth of the Amazon. 


These are 





scattered mostly along nearby tribu- 
taries. In many of them there is no 
evangelical work at all. 


= 


The Rev. Jon Crow expects to estab- 
lish preaching points where students 
of the Bible Institute and others from 
the Central church in Belem will 
preach, teach Sunday School and visit. 
He will also make evangelistic trips 
with the pastor from Belem. 


The boat will be indispensable in 
this work. It is a twenty-three footer 
with a seventy-five hp. outboard mo- 
tor. The Crows brought it from the 
States last fall. We are all most grate- 
ful to God for this gift from His 
people. 

—(Rev.) Fred R. Dinkins 





Capital Area Counties Debate Gaming Limits 


New York’s High Court 
Gets ‘Under God’ Case 
ALBANY, N. Y. (RNS) The 
state’s highest court was asked to rule 
on the legality of the words “under 


God” in the Pledge of Allegiance re- 
cited by children in public schools. 


A unanimous decision by the Appel- 
late Division of State Supreme Court, 
upholding the legality of the phrase, 
was appealed to the Court of Appeals 
by Joseph Lewis of North Salem, N. 
Y., president of the Freethinkers of 
America, and Alfred L. Klein of Staten 
Island. 


Mr. Lewis and Mr. Klein contend 
that the words “under God” violate 
the constitutional principle of Church- 
State separation when recited in pub- 
lic schools. Appellate Division judges 
noted in their decisions that children 
were not required to recite the pledge, 
but could remain silent or leave the 
room. 

x As Bd oS y 

(Editor’s Note: It is because this na- 
tion is “under God” that Lewis and 
Klein have had a hearing.) 





Nation’s Crime Rate 


Climbs 11 Per Cent 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — (RNS) — 
The nation’s crime rate climbed 11 
per cent during 1960 to reach the worst 
level in history, Director J. Edgar 
Hoover of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation reported here. 


Submitting his quarterly report on 
uniform crime statistics gathered from 
police departments of all cities with a 
population over 25,000, Mr. Hoover 
said, “This rising trend follows a seven 
per cent increase in the first quarter 
of this year, as compared with 1959, 
which reached nine per cent at mid- 
year and by September 30 stood at 11 
per cent.” 





A man is known by the company he 
keeps — and avoids. 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. — Debate is 
raging in three nearby southeastern 
Maryland counties over limitation or 
abolition of legalized slot machines. 
Clergymen of all faiths have spoken 
out against conditions existing in some 
towns of the area, which has been 
called a “Little Las Vegas.” 


St. Mary’s, Calvert and Charles 
Counties are deriving a _ substantial 
amount of tax revenue from the ma- 
chines, which have burgeoned in scores 
of gambling casinos. 


Clergymen have been conducting a 
vigorous campaign for outlawing of 
the slots. In Charles County, a ref- 
erendum limiting the number of ma- 
chines to 35 in any one establishment 
was approved in November after an 
acrimonious campaign. In a prepared 
statement, one group of ministers said 
there is “dismal evidence that the in- 
ordinate use of slot machines in this 
(area) constitutes an abuse that de- 
serves severe condemnation.” 


“This abuse of gambling,” they de- 
clared, “has inflicted injuries on in- 
dividuals, on families, and on the com- 
munity.” Continuing, they explained 
that the display of machines has 
attracted many into “squandering an 
excessive portion of their income.” 


The clergymen also said the abuse 
has interfered with the proper educa- 
tion and moral tone of the family and 
has “ill-affected”’ the entire area, in- 
cluding its civic, cultural and chari- 
table life. 





U.S. FINANCES RELIGION STUDY 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — A number 
of federal grants for the graduate 
study of religion, ranging from Budd- 
hism and the history of Islam to con- 
temporary Christian theological] 
thought, have been announced by the 
U. S. Office of Education here under 
Title Four of the National Defense 
Education Act. The fellowships will 
be made to scholars pursuing programs 
leading to the Ph.D. degree with the in- 
tention of becoming college teachers. 





1961 


Only Some Protestants 
Persecuted, Says Rome 


LONDON (RNS) — Cardinal-desig- 
nate Luis Concha Cordoba, Archbishop 
of Bogota, Colombia, declared here 
that reports of anti-Protestant demon- 
strations in his country concerned 
“only some Protestants.” He was in 
London on his way to Rome to receive 
the Red Hat at a public consistory on 
Jan. 16, along with three other new 
members of the Sacred College. 


The cardinal-designate said that 
“Lutherans and Episcopalians in Co- 
lombia show no anti-Catholic bigotry 
and live on good terms with their 
Catholic neighbors.” 


However, he added, “others, mainly 
Protestants arriving from the United 
States, have sometimes insulted the 
Catholic religion, especially the 
Blessed Virgin and the Holy Eucharist, 
and this has aroused popular indigna- 
tion.” 


He said there have even been cases 
of Catholic priests “whose indignation 
has led them to act unwisely.” 


The cardinal-designate concluded by 
saying that enquiries conducted by 
Archbishop Guiseppe Paupini, Papal 
Nuncio to Colombia, had shown that 
charges that the Catholic Church was 
responsible for anti-Protestant attacks 
had no substantiation. 





ETS Meeting Held 


BEVERLY FARMS, Mass. (RNS)— 
Dr. R. Laird Harris of St. Louis, Mo., 
was elected president of the Evangeli- 
cal Theological Society at its 12th an- 
nual meeting here. Professor of Old 
Testament at Covenant College and 
Theological Seminary, he succeeds Dr. 
Allan A. MacRae of Faith Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia. He served as 
the society’s vice-president and pro- 
gram chairman last year and was its 
secretary from 1949-55. 





Greek Law Restricts 


Although the Greek constitution 
guarantees freedom of religion, the 
laws restricting religious activities re- 
main in force in Greece today. Giving 
away a pamphlet or conversing on 
religious subjects may still bring a 
man to trial in Greece, where the 
State Church is dominant. 


This information about the restric- 
tions under which “non-official” de- 
nominations work is contained in a re- 
port on the Greek Evangelical Church 
just released by the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches, of which it is 
a member. 


The author of the report, Philotheos 
Zikas, noted that special licenses are 
required for building churches and for 
each of them the consent of the local 
Greek Orthodox bishop is necessary. 
Applications to build schools and 
churches have been repeatedly reject- 
ed recently because of the influence 
of the Eastern Catholic hierarchy. 


Despite the restrictions many con- 
gregations continue Sunday morning 
and evening services, midweek prayer 
meetings, Sunday Schools, welfare 
work and special women’s and youth 
activities. The denomination operates 
an orphanage, a Bible Institute and a 
hostel for country girls attending 
school in Alexandropolis. 


Another cause that the Church has 
championed is translation of the Bible 


Non-Official Church 


into modern Greek even though such 
translation is forbidden by the na- 
tional constitution. 


The denomination is probably proud- 
est of the fact that many of the meth- 
ods it uses have appeared within the 
Orthodox Church. Preaching of the 
Gospel from pulpits of the state church 
has been revived, and Sunday Schools 
have been widely accepted in them 
also. 


The Greek Evangelical Church be- 
gan as the result of American mission- 
ary endeavor. Protestant work in the 
nation was initiated in 1828 by Dr. 
Jonas King of the American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
He survived a trial instigated by the 
Orthodox Church and continued to 
work in Greece until his death in 
1869. 


The First Evangelical Church of 
Athens was organized in 1858 by Dr. 
Michael Kalopothakis, a physician who 
had appeared as a defense witness at 
the King trial. He closed his practice 
soon thereafter, obtained a theological 
education in the United States and 
then returned to launch an evangelistic 
campaign. 


The Church today is still a tiny 
minority (about 10,000) of the Greek 
population, with some 400 formally 
organized congregations and two reg- 
ional Synods. 


Requirements Listed 
For Life Under Reds 


ST. PAUL, Minn.—Living under a 
dictatorship is very difficult, but it 
can be done if one maintains an inner 
freedom and courage and “never for- 
gets that God is ruler of the world,” 
the presiding bishop of German’s 
United Lutheran Church said here. 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, 
lecturing on church-state relations at 
Luther Seminary here, said that judg- 
ing by the experiences of East Ger- 
man pastors “it seems wisest to be as 
courageous as one can be.” 


Pressure against the young people 
in the Communist zone is very strong, 
he reported, with the number of youth 
undergoing the Communist-sponsored 
youth dedication rites varying from 
10 to 90 per cent, depending on the 
region and the courage of the pastors 
involved. 


Children have no chance of educa- 
tion unless they take a civil confir- 
mation, he said. He told of an East 
Zone bishop’s son who threw away a 
future career by refusing to sign a 
“peace” petition a few weeks before 
he was to graduate from high school. 


In this connection, the bishop lauded 
a new full-length movie, “Question 
Seven,” which depicts pressures against 
a minister and his son in Communist 
East Germany. The film was pro- 
duced by several American Lutheran 
groups. Its title refers to “a pivotal 
questionnaire distributed by the com- 
munist rulers to the students in schools 
of East Germany.” 





Boulder at Bethlehem 
To Be Baptismal Font 


COVENTRY, England (RNS) — A 
three-ton boulder is on its way to 
Britain from the hillside at Bethlehem 
to be made into a baptismal font for 
Coventry Cathedral. 


Destroyed by Nazi bombers in World 
War II, the Anglican cathedral is be- 
ing rebuilt at a cost of $3,000,000 and 
is scheduled to be re-dedicated in June, 
1962. 


(Note: A similar, but smaller stone 
from the Holy Land has been carved 
into a basin for use as a baptismal 
font by the Oak Forest Presbyterian 
Church, Asheville, N. C. The Rev. 
Richard L. Sommers is now pastor of 
this church.) 
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As others see it— 


RELIGION IN LATIN AMERICA 


PAUL BOUCHARD 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: In considering 
Missions in Latin America, it some- 
times helps to see how others view 
Protestant work. The material below 
constitutes the Roman Catholic view- 
Mr. Bouchard, a Roman Cath- 
olic professor, has given the JOUR- 
NAL permission to reduce the text 
of his manuscript somewhat). 


point. 





Christianity reached the shores of 
the New World, in 1492, in the cara- 
vels of Christopher Columbus. Later, 
as America was being explored and oc- 
cupied by the Spaniards and the Portu- 
guese, the missionaries implanted in 
our soil the universal religion—‘cath- 
olic,” in Greek, — founded fifteen 
centuries earlier by Christ and His 
Apostles, established by Peter in 
Rome. 


From the colony of Hispaniola, the 
Spanish Isle, where Catholicism first 
took roots, the religion of Christ 
spread to all the regions of America 
and the saga of its diffusion fills up 
one of the most brilliant chapters in 
the history of Christendom since the 
conversion of the Barbarians, after 
the fall of Rome, to Christian civiliza- 
tion. 


The Spanish and Portuguese mission- 
aries boldly rushed to the conquest of 
souls through the incredible expanse 
of an unknown continent where neith- 
er the unhealthy jungles nor the most 
abrupt mountains, neither the cruel 
paganism of the civilized peoples nor 
the suspicious ferocity of the wild 
tribes could stop their zeal. While 
the sedentary pagans were taught the 
high human and spiritual values of 
Christianity, the savages had their 
minds opened to the knowledge of 
God and the benefits of civilization. 
The monks were also great architects 
and the churches and convents they 
built exerted on the spirituality and 
culture of nascent America an influ- 


ence comparable to that of the mon- 
asteries of Europe during the baby- 
lonian and dark ages that came after 
the collapse of the Western Roman 
Empire. 


The civilizing enterprise of Spain 
and Portugal 


From the beginning of colonization, 
the evangelization of Hispanic America 
by the Catholic Church has been par- 
alleled, during three centuries, by a 
cultural and artistic expansion unparal- 
lelled in any part of the world settled 
by the Europeans. 


In every important city, the mission- 
aries opened schools and colleges for 
the benefit of the Indians and Mesti- 
zos as well as for Creoles and Euro- 
peans. The natives were taught the 
arts and sciences of Europe in such 
famous institutions as the school found- 
ed in Texcoco by Fray Pedro de Gante 
and the Imperial College of Santa 
Cruz in Mexico. American ethnogra- 
phy and linguistics were soon created 
by friars like the Franciscan, Fray Ber- 
nardino de Sahagun, and when the 
first universities of America were in- 
augurated in Mexico and Lima the 
teaching of quechua and nahuat!l took 
its place along with Latin. In the 
field of architecture and the fine arts, 
where is the region, outside Hispanic 
America, that can be compared with 
those countries that were adorned by 
the Church with beautiful temples and 
monuments? 


However, the incomparable success 
of the Catholic Church in America, 
under the Empire of Spain and Portu- 
gal, does not find its only explanation 
in the fervent zeal of the clergy sent 
overseas or trained on the American 
soil. It lies in this important fact that 
Catholicism, integrant part of the great 
Hispanic civilization, was also the re- 
ligion most accessible and adaptable 
to the mentality of the aborigenes. 
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The religion of the Mayas, the 
Aztecs and the Incas was sumptuous 
and lavish in its use of all the re- 
sources of art. The indigenous civ- 
ilizations had worked out complicated 
liturgies. The American Indians were 
fond of their solemn feasts, the ritual 
dances, the chants, the endless pag- 
eants of priests and their attendants 
winding around the temples of the Sun 
and the pyramids of Kukulcan. The 
Indians were deeply religious and so 
were the Spaniards. The processions, 
the liturgical ceremonies, the singing 
of hymns and psalms enchanted their 
lives. They embellished their cities 
with innumerable churches the naves 
of which were glowing with gold behind 
richly carved porticoes. At the end 
of the colonial era, Catholicism had 
penetrated everywhere outside the in- 
accessible jungles and touched most 
of the aboriginal nations. Spain and 
Portugal had transformed their im- 
perial domain into a Catholic conti- 
nent. 


The Catholic Church in 
the Republican Era 


What was to be the fate of the 
powerful Catholic Church after the 
independence of the Spanish colonies 
and Brazil? Although Hispanic Amer- 
ica has experienced, since the republi- 
can era, the government of several 
irreligious and agnostic presidents; al- 
though certain countries have been 
overwhelmed for a while by violent 
anti-clerical movements, the immense 
majority of Latin Americans are still 
faithful to the religion founded by 
Christ and His Apostles. Thus, in 
spite of the weakening strength of the 
Church during the XIXth century, the 
civilization of Spanish and Portuguese 
America ramains fundamentally Cath- 
olic. 


Nevertheless, the times are chang- 
ing and, in the middle of the 20th 


century, it does not seem irrelevant to 
ask if Catholicism will preserve the 
pre-eminent position acquired during 
the four preceding hundred years. 


The struggle between the rival pow- 
ers of State and Church has come to 
an end in the latin countries. The 
Church has renounced her practice of 
influencing politics or maintaining an 
exclusive control on public education. 
The anti-clericalism of the past and 
present centuries is fading away. But, 
as she was rapidly recovering from her 
wounds, two powerful forces coming 
from abroad are nowadays vigorously 
attempting the destruction of the Cath- 
olic Church: Russian Communism and 
North American Protestantism. 


Two destructive forces: 
Communism and Protestantism 


The activity of Communism is ob- 
viously more radical, since it aims at 
the eradication of all religions. Com- 
munism is for the Church a redoubt- 
able enemy as its activity is invisible 
in the secrecy of cells and organiza- 
tions that escape the vigilance of the 
clergy. 


Very different is the action of 
North American Protestantism. It is 
a Big Money Operation, an out and 
out offensive in which an enormous 
capital is invested. Its first aim seems 
to be the imposition of the Protestant 
presence everywhere, even in far away 
places where there are no congrga- 
tions. Quite often in miserable Indian 
villages a couple of thatched houses 
can be seen with a small painted board 
above the door. The inscription points 
out to the passer-by that this is not an 
ordinary house but a “capilla evan- 
gelica,”’ an “Yglesia de Dios,” etc. 
Even though hardly anybody frequents 
those divine huts, there they are to 
remind the natives that other re- 
ligions exist apart from Roman Ca- 
tholicism. For every Latin American 
must be made aware that besides the 
twice millennial religious tradition he 
belongs to, besides the Church estab- 
lished by the Son of God, he may 
choose between two dozen other relig- 
ions founded by the sons of men since 
the discovery of America. Even the 
primitive dwellers of the jungle who 
will have to live in Catholic nations, 
when the day comes that they will be 
assimilated in our civilization, must 
make up their minds if they will be- 
come northern or southern Baptists, 
Episcopalians, Quakers, Seventh Day 
Adventists, Latter Day Saints, Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses or Christian Scien- 
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tists. Except the “snake cult of Ten- 
nessee,” that sort of North American 
voodoo which has not been made yet 
an article of exportation; except the 
white mink coat mysticism of Prophet 
Jones and Father Divine, a full array 
of U. S. creeds is now graciously of- 
fered to our neighbors to the south 
on a silver platter. 


Three years ago, in Guatemala, I 
was on my way to visit the precolum- 
bian city of Tikal. Our plane landed 
at Flores, capital of the department of 
Peten. As I was looking at the peons 
loading aboard bales of chicle, I sud- 
denly heard the voice of a gentleman 
saying to me: “Hello!” “Good 
morning,” I replied. And as I thought 
I was meeting Wrigley’s agent, I add- 
ed: “You’re living in Flores, aren’t 
you? I suppose you must be in the 
chicle business.” “No, said he, I am 
the missionary.” As he walked away, 
another Yank came along and told me: 
“What the hell is that fellow doing in 
this jungle? These people don’t need 
him.” 


So did I discover at once, as soon 
as I reached Central America, the om- 
nipresence of North American Protes- 
tantism and, in front of its all-pervad- 
ing aggressiveness, the reaction of 
North American Catholicism. 


The Latin reaction against 
North American Protestantism 


Never in my life have I heard so 
many denunciations of Protestantism 
from the pulpit and in private conver- 
sations. Everywhere, I listened to peo- 
ple inveighing against the religious im- 
perialism of the United States, against 
the “purchase of souls by the Almighty 
Dollar,” for it is obvious that most of 
the Catholics, even the lukewarm and 
indifferent believers, feel outraged by 
the proportions of such an indiscreet 
onslaught against the traditional faith 
of their civilization. 


Of course, the anti-Protestant reac- 
tion varies according to the extent of 
the zeal and the degree of education 
in the different social classes. 


The very devout and bigoted Cath- 
olics are naturally inclined to see in the 
sudden North American fury to decon- 
vert and deCatholicize Hispanic Amer- 
ica an enterprise that is not inspired 
by Christ but by the Devil, a sort of 
spiritual rape of the Latin republics. 
All the old prejudices against the Prot- 
estants and the gringos come out to 
the surface and explode. “Latin 
America,” as a Salvadorean explained 


to me, “was Christian long before the 
United States ever existed and has 
nothing to learn from them. We don’t 
need the Yankee missionaries to teach 
us the doctrine of Christ, while in the 
United States there are 100,000,000 
pagans who never go to church. Let 
them convert their own country first! 
Let them preach their contradictory 
creeds to the heathen of Asia and Af- 
rica! Why don’t they leave in peace 
this Christian continent?” 


The peace of Christ is certainly the 
greatest desire of all the Catholics of 
Latin America, a peace they are much 
afraid to lose. 


Protestantism in Latin America 
opens the way to agnosticism and 
Marxism 


That is why the enlightened and 
moderate Catholics are convinced that 
North American Protestantism is mak- 
ing a big mistake in trying to force 
on the Latin republics the religious 
chaos of the United States. If I may 
quote the opinion of a Catholic writer, 
“Protestant propaganda, south of the 
Rio Grande, is not making Christians 
but unmaking Catholics.” It is plant- 
ing, in a continent that has known 
during 400 years the benefits of spirit- 
ual unity, the seeds of future national 
quarrels by creating in Catholic na- 
tions dissatisfied minorities which be- 
come foreign to the religious tradition 
of their own midst, if not potential 
enemies of the civilization in which 
they live. 


If Protestantism can make perma- 
nent gains in the ignorant and illiterate 
masses, the Catholics fear conversions 
that in the educated classes might be 
but temporary, a likely transition to- 
wards agnosticism. For, in order to 
push a Catholic towards abjuration, it 
is necessary to prove to him that his 
doctrine is erroneous, and when you 
argue against the Church founded by 
Christ Himself and His Apostles the 
danger is great that you might resort 
to explanations that undermine the 
very basis of Christianity. Moreover, 
the moment he begins to rationalize 
and doubt, what may prevent the ex- 
Catholic from concluding that Prot- 
estantism also is incoherent, just an- 
other sort of bunk to be thrown away? 
The neophyte, who has just adjured 
a religion established by Christ 2,000 
years ago, will still more easily reject 
a doctrine created by Luther, Calvin 
or Joseph Smith not so long ago. His- 
tory proves that de-Catholicization in 
the Latin countries of Europe has been 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 3) 
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A first-person testimony— 


ETERNAL SPRINGTIME 


(Name withheld to protect the author) 


I. Autumn 


colorful autumn 


In the 
childhood I wished to become a priest. 


of my 


I do not know why. Now I realize 
that if I had never become a priest 
I, perhaps, would never have sought 
the truth of the Gospel nor found sal- 
vation through faith in Jesus Christ: 
I would have remained an ordinary 
Catholic and might have died without 
any assurance of salvation. 


Being only eleven years of age I 
went to a Minor Seminary. After the 
Minor Seminary my next eight years 
of study in philosophy and theology 
were marked by a sincere and serious 
effort at my own sanctification. The 
practice of all the rules of my religious 
community, daily prayers, careful med- 
itation, and the study of courses in 
theology consumed all the energies of 
my life. 


From the beginning a tender love 
for the Virgin Mary was born into 
my heart; to her I consecrated my- 
self as a slave. This kind of devotion, 
called “the slavery of Mary,” consists 
of offering to Mary not only all of 
one’s merits, prayers, sacrifices and 
good works, but one’s earnest plea 
for salvation itself. The slave of 
Mary believes that salvation will 
come through the powerful interces- 
sion of the Queen of the Universe. To 
arrive at Jesus Christ, the intercessor 
with the Father, we need another inter- 
cessor: the Virgin Mary. With this 
devotion, whose terrible absurdity I 
now understand, I spent all my money 
in buying medals and helping toward 
the building of a shrine. Everywhere 
I spoke about this way of salvation. 
Meanwhile, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
about whom Peter says, “Neither is 
there salvation in any other; for there 
is none other name under heaven giv- 
en among men whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12), was very far from 
my mind and my heart. I tried to 
obtain a spiritual union, a personal 


relationship with Mary, whom I liked 
to call my Lady, the owner of my 
soul and my life, and whose image I 
kissed tenderly. 


My soul was exalted in its freedom 
from temptation. I walked in paths 
of righteousness. I considered myself 
well disposed. Sometimes I tried to 
think about the grace of God for my 
devotional practices, but at last I was 
sure that I had merited saivation, and 
I was able to live righteously in my 
own strength. According to the false 
doctrine of slavery to Mary, I believed 
that she covered me with her merits 
and her holiness to make me pleasing 
before her Son. 


The day of my ordination to the 
priesthood was terrible: deep emotions, 
the tears of my parents and relatives, 
the blessings and indulgences I gave 
to the people by giving them my con- 
secrated hands to kiss, and the nervous 
convulsion that excited all my body 
threw me down on my bed for one 
hour. But I had reached the ideal of 
my childhood. I was a priest. I felt 
pure, honest, and holy. 


Il. Winter 


But the winter came. The Word 
of the Lord in Jeremiah 8:20, 21 be- 
gan to have fulfillment: “The har- 
vest is past, the summer is ended, 
and we are not saved.” The hand of 
the Lord began to touch me, depriv- 
ing my soul of its false vestments 
with which it covered itself. I was 
plunged into the waters of inexpres- 
sible anguish. For eight years my 
mind and heart would be in turmoil 
because of my lack of any real assur- 
ance of my personal salvation. 


From the first months of my priest- 
hood, I could sense my attempt to 
establish my own righteousness was 
beginning to collapse. Discouraged 
over my own sins, I knew I was not 
living a holy life, I was becoming very 
tepid in my devotion to Christ. In 
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vain I multiplied my penances and my 
hours of prayer before the Sacrament 
of the Altar. I slept on the hard floor, 
taking only four or five hours’ rest. 
With iron chains around my waist I 
tried to subdue my rebellious flesh and 
thus retain whatever holiness I had at- 
tained. I prayed, mourning and 
weeping to the Virgin Mary to help 
me, but the Virgin failed me. 


It was really my own labor, my 
well intended effort, lacking the vic- 
torious strength of the true Gospel. 
After four years of this inner martyr- 
dom during which I taught the Com- 
mentary on the Old Testament and 
philosophy in the main house of my 
religious community, I asked my su- 
periors to send me to the Indian Mis- 
sions. By means of assignment I ex- 
pected to find peace. I intended to 
hide myself in the forgetfulness of 
the mountains. Covered by their si- 
lence and enduring the hard life of a 
missionary among the jungle’s Indians, 
I hoped to find the joy and peace of 
the Lord. It was then that I read the 
books of Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, D.D., 
viz.. PEACE OF SOUL and LIFT UP 
YOUR HEART. But a question still 
remained in my mind. Why did I 
feel so far from God just when I was 
doing most to serve Him? What was 
the Lord wanting of me, if the anguish, 
the void “black Grace” of Fulton 
Sheen was troubling me so? 


This difficult situation brought me 
naturally to some agnosticism and 
skepticism. Where was God that He 
does not hear His creature? Was it 
true about salvation, about the sancti- 
fying grace received from the Sacra- 
ments? For what was man born? 
Why strive for good? It was despair! 
The darkness then became absolute 
and I felt myself so utterly forsaken. 
I thought of leaving the priesthood and 
escaping all this agonizing struggle, 
but our Lord made me realize the 
absurdity of this resolution so long 


as my soul was in such a pathetic con- 
dition. Whether I continued as a priest 
or left the Church seemed of little im- 
portance. Without faith I would carry 
the darkness with me, and I had no 
hope of finding peace. In spite of my 
skepticism, I clung to the hope that 


there really was a God of love. Sev- 
eral times a week I had recourse to 
my confessor, looking for the direc- 
tion and spiritual help that never 
was forthcoming. 


So intense were these exercises of 
my mind and spirit that I became 
fearful for my health. I determined 
to journey to the United States for 
the best possible diagnosis. In the 
De Paul Hospital of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, I received the wonderful news 
that my health was perfect and my 
mind exceptionally well poised. 


After returning to my work, I re- 
ceived an appointment to teach dog- 
matic theology and Scripture in the 
Major Seminary of 
The superiors objected to the thought 
of my intellectual possibilities being 
sacrificed to the poor Indians. With- 
in less than a year I became the Vice 
Rector of the Seminary. 


Many times I had asked myself 
why Martin Luther left the priest- 
hood. Perhaps it was because he had 
found an answer to his anguish. Did 
he really find the answer to such an- 
guish as I had known? Yes, I know 
that this answer does exist, but a 
great deal of human invention in the 
doctrines of the Roman Catholic 
Church had veiled from me the simple 
and wonderful truth of the Gospel. 
Such verses as, “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life,’”’ and “Not by works done 
in righteousness which we did ourselves 
but according to His mercy He saved 
us. Through the washing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy 
Spirit.” . . . “Which He poured out 
upon us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour that being justified by His 
grace we might be made heirs ac- 
cording to the hope of eternal life,” 
supplied me with my first clues to 
salvation by faith alone. 





My class preparations of study mat- 
ter showed once more the hand of 
God. How inconsistent I found my 
theology. Jesus Christ and His sacri- 
fice, the only sacrifice, offered only 
once on the cross (Hebrews 9 ); the 
importance of faith in His redemp- 
tion; the simple Apostolic preaching 


in the Book of Acts — all this was 
something that I did not weigh care- 
fully before, and I had overlooked 
many times. I cannot say that study- 
ing made me happy; anguish remained 
in my soul. Now I can understand 
that the study of the Word of God 
was the beginning of my liberation. 
Principally the theology about the 
Sacraments and Mariology (doctrine 
about the Virgin Mary) brought me 
to the conclusion that a great deal of 
human invention is in Roman Catholic 
doctrine. I myself was a victim of 
the absurd invention of the confes- 
sional. One of the causes of my an- 
guish was always to see that my soul 
could not be understood by other 
priests. I wished that the absolution 
delivered me from my anguish and my 
fear, but it was never so. 


It would take too long to describe 
each one of the steps I made through 
the intellectual labyrinth that caused 
the cathedral of the Catholic doctrine 
to crumble in my mind and brought 





Faith, Not Philosophy 


We can never employ philosophi- 
cal argumentation to build a bridge 
from non-Christian religions to the 
Christian faith, a= bridge which 
would make an inner change un- 
necessary, and would thus make 
superfluous the call to repentance. 
Such is impossible in human life 
and we are in error if we think of 
it in such a way.— J. H. Bavinck, 
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
SCIENCE OF MISSIONS. 











me into a living experience of the 
fundamental truths of real Christi- 
anity. This work took two years and 
a half of serious study. Only in May 
of the present year (1960) did I 
take my first step toward the light. 
How did it happen? 


A Catholic lady and very good friend 
of mine had found that her husband 
was reading a Protestant book in spite 
of the prohibition of the Church. She 
asked me, her priest, what to do. The 
title of the book was PAZ EN LA AN.- 
GUSTIA (Peace in the Anguish). I 
told her to give the book to me, that 
it seemed interesting for my teaching 
of theology and Scripture. I had used 
before some Protestant books of com- 
mentary on the Bible in my confer- 
ences with the students. This new one 
was published by the Seventh Day Ad- 
ventists. I read it. Some chapters 
denied the existence and survival of 





the human soul and the eternal con- 
demnation into the hell, negations of 
the Adventist doctrine which I had 
known before but could not admit. 
But one of the chapters was about 
liberation from guilt. When I finished 
reading this chapter I knelt and took 
refuge for the first time in the mercy 
of God for deliverance from my bur- 
den of sin. I decided never to go 
again to any man looking for remis- 
sion of my sins. It was not yet to 
accept Jesus Christ as my own and 
unique Saviour; but it was to take out 
the human intermediaries, and to have 
the first experience of personal rela- 
tionship with God. In other words, 
it was to admit that salvation does not 
come through the Church but through 
faith in Christ alone. 


The First Signs of Spring 


A new life was beginning for me. 
Peace flooded my soul. It was not 
yet the perfect peace of salvation but 
a step out of spiritual darkness. 


Just like Paul, our Lord directed 
me to beg counsel and spiritual help 
from one of His disciples. I went to 
visit a Presbyterian minister, the Rev. 
, in the city of 

three hours of hard driving 
from my city. When I asked for his 
home, some of his Catholic neigh- 
bors asked me, “Father, are you 
going to convert him? Take it easy. 
He is a terrible man!” Rev. 
received me in his bedroom; he was 
sick. I knew that in my country he 
was one of the most famous mis- 
sionaries and champions of the Gos- 
pel. To him I communicated my reso- 
lution, and we both agreed that in 
leaving the priesthood I had best de- 
part my country because of the con- 
trol of the Catholic Church in all 
areas of activity. My new friend pro- 
posed that I get in touch with Christ’s 
Mission in New York. He wrote and 
gave a brief account of my experiences 
in the priesthood. Never can I for- 
get his prayer before I took leave, for 
the Lord helped me “because we are 
elected for a life of salvation, of peace, 
of joy, and victory.” 





I can only say that a lot of divine 
strength is needed for leaving the 
priesthood and losing with it all hu- 
man attachments, your family and 
your country; but after making this 
sacrifice for the Lord I received 
“Things which the eye saw not, and 
ear heard not, and which entered not 
into the heart of man, whatsoever 


(Cont. on p. 19, col. 1) 
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If you were writing 
your will today.... 


If you were writing your will today, what would you 
include? Your wife ... children . . . grandchildren 
. . . the Lord’s work? 


One addition to your will might well be a bequest to 
} help Presbyterian missions carry the Gospel to foreign 
lands. 

Compare these bequests with those of your present 
will, which was probably drawn years ago. You would 
most likely want to make some changes! 


You can make such a bequest .. . easily . . . through 
a codicil or supplement to your will, naming the 
Board of World Missions as a beneficiary. Your 
lawyer will draw it for you properly. 


Our Board receives an important part of its support 
from bequests made by devoted members of our 
Church. If you would like to help World 
. Missions in this way, write for a free copy 

7 of our folder on wills. Address 
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EDIJORIALS 


Dialogue 


It is generally conceded that the 
term most descriptive of ecumenism 
today is the word “dialogue.” By “di- 
alogue” is meant “conversation be- 
tween two or more parties.” The term 
is intended to suggest a new approach 
in the relations existing between relig- 
ious bodies, to be contrasted with a 
former approach characterized as 
“monologue.” The idea is that to- 
day we are speaking to each other and 
also listening to each other, instead 
of speaking only. 


This is to say that in the “exchange” 
between religious bodies, we have 
reached a new level of “progress” iden- 
tified by the spirit of negotiation: the 
willingness to listen as well as speak. 
The .former attitude assumed that all 
of the truth was on our side and there 
was nothing for the other side to do 
but listen and be converted. The new 
attitude assumes that we have decided 
we do not possess all of the truth and 
that there is at least a faint possibility 
that we may learn as well as teach. 


Wherever that word “dialogue” ap- 
pears, the implication is that this wil- 
lingness to listen and to learn — ne- 
gotiate — has entered the relationship 
between two or more religious parties. 


Thus reports of increasing ‘“di- 
alogue” between Protestant Churches 
mean that such religious bodies are 
increasingly taking each other into ac- 
count and granting validity to each 
other. 


Reports of “dialogue” between Prot- 
estants and Roman Catholics imply re- 
ceptivity (at least ) on the part of 
each to the opinions expressed by the 
other. 


This does not mean that positions 
are being changed. But it DOES mean 
the HOPE that positions MAY be 
changed. 


Of course, the spirit of negotiation 
may be taken too far. An Anglican 
Bishop, Stephen Neill, now of the In- 
ternational Missionary Council, indi- 
cates how. Lecturing in this country 
the bishop commended the growing 
“dialogue” between the Christian and 
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non-Christian religions of the world, 
pointing out the “necessity” for a two- 
way street in conversations between 
Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, Hin- 
dus and others. Such conversations 
must not, the bishop said, exclude the 
idea of conversion . . . in either direc- 
tion. 


Here is an illustration of the danger 
of every proper ecumenical concern: 
that a basically good idea, once placed 
in effect, will eventually destroy the 
very body which gave it birth. It is 
also an illustration of the reason why 
we approach the whole subject of 
church union with caution. 





Union Abroad 
But Not at Home? 


has written us to ask: 
“How is it that you disapprove the 
merger of Presbyterians among them- 
selves and with such Churches as the 
United Church of Christ when in our 
mission work (Ecuador) these very 
same denominations are already work- 
ing harmoniously together?” 


Someone 


The answer, of course, is simple 
but very important. In order to keep 
the issues straight during the years 
ahead it will help to keep the answer 
fresh in our minds. 


It is the rule that missionaries — 
men and women whose commitment to 
the Lord Jesus is so profound that 
they have been willing to leave home 
and loved ones to labor in a strange 
country — find it much easier to have 
fellowship in the bonds of Calvary 
than religionists at home who may 
have the most casual interest imagin- 
able in spiritual things. 


It is one thing for radiant Presby- 
terians, Methodists and members of 
the United Church of Christ to preach 
the saving Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ together in Ecuador. It is an- 
other thing to contemplate what will 
happen when the Faith and Life Cur- 
riculum, the Covenant Life Curriculum 
and the New Curriculum of the United 
Church of Christ fall into a common 








pot under the editorship and oversight 
of men who make no pretense of in- 
terest in the historic Gospel of redemp- 
tion. 


We trust that answers the question. 





American Culture 


Miss Verna M. Hall had been invited 
to speak to a small PTA meeting. 
When the school board learned that 
she planned to speak on the Christian 
background of the Declaration of In- 
dependence and the Constitution, they 
eancelled her invitation. Christian 
ideas in the nation’s history are too 
un-American — it seems — to be aired 
before the parents of school children. 


As a result of this experience Miss 
Hall has published a 481 page volume, 
CHRISTIAN HISTORY OF THE CON. 
STITUTION OF THE UNITED 
OF AMERICA: The American Chris- 
tian Constitution Press, San Francis- 
co, 1960. The volume contains a great 
deal of documentation, both from 
European and American sources. 
Some of it is unfortunately second- 
hand. On the other hand there are 
69 pages photographically reproduced 
from the 1714 edition of John Locke. 
This great English philosopher exer- 
cised a great influence on American 
government; his separation of the three 
powers is a great bulwark against 
statism and totalitarianism, although 
his social compact theory, still popular, 
is no more Christian than that of J. 
J. Rousseau. 


Books of this type are needed in 
these days, for the public school sys- 
tem often seems bent upon eradicating 
all memory of Christianity. A 
Pennsylvania parent complains that 
the school in his town prohibits the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag be- 
cause it contains the words “under 
God.” In Colorado a fifth grade 
teacher had his contract revoked a 
few days before the beginning of the 
September term because he had con- 
ducted a Christian camp during the 
summer. And these two are not iso- 
lated examples. 


In such a situation we may devoutly 
hope that Christian parents will found 
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and operate their own schools, both 
for the purpose of giving their own 
children a good education and for the 
purpose of producing a contrast with 
the public schools whose bigoted sec- 
ularism distorts history by omitting 
the most important factor in American 
culture. 

—G. H. C. 





Why? 


Increasingly, of late, letters have 
been coming to us from troubled peo- 
ple asking the same question: “WHY?” 


The context of the question fre- 
quently varies, but the heart of the 
writer’s interest is invariably the same. 
Here are a sampling: 


Why do the Presbyteries receive 
men into the ministry who disbelieve 
the Confession of Faith? Why are 
persons holding to views not remotely 
Christian welcomed as lecturers before 
various Church groups? Why does 
such-and-such Board publish study lit- 
erature that does not frankly support 
the position of the very Board it pre- 
sumably is speaking for? Why do 
we throw our support behind dubious 
programs and doubtful ecclesiastical 
measures? Why, oh why do we show 
so little respect for the historic Gos- 
pel as it is faithfully taught in our 
system of doctrine? 


The answer is simple: The present 
generation of church goers do not 
know the faith of their fathers; could 
not defend one single Christian doc- 
trine if put on a television quiz show 
and given an open Bible for a prop. 
A substantial proportion of them could 
not find a given book in the Bible with- 
out an index; would recognize a quota- 
tation only if it came from the 23rd 
Psalm or the Lord’s Prayer. 


Because they know not the truth, 
they cannot detect error when it con- 
fronts them. And faced with the 
choice of an idea, a proposal, a belief, 
they have no other guide but the prin- 
ciples of modern psychology or educa- 
tion which they know a little better. 





Some people show us what to do; 
some show us what not to do. 
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s A Layman And H is Church 











Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


CONTINUING DELUSION! 


Newspaper reports credit U. N. Sec- 
retary General Dag Hammerskjold 
with saying that for a stable govern- 
ment in the Congo the cooperation of 
Lumumba is necessary. 


If Mr. Hammerskjold is quoted cor- 
rectly this is the repetition of an old 
fallacy which has proven misleading 
and dangerous again and again. No- 
where in the world has the cooperation 
of Communist sympathizers proven a 
source of stability. On the contrary, 
unrest, subversion and increasing pres- 
sures from Moscow destroy any sem- 
blance of internal peace and order and 
at the first opportunity (created by 
the perfidy of the Communists them- 
selves) an attempt is made to take 
over the government in its entirety. 


This procedure has been seen all 
over the world and continues today. 


The wishful thinking of men (often 
good men), whereby they convince 
themselves that one can deal with 


Communism without coming out the 
loser, is the cause of the inexorable 
spread of the Communist blight. 





Sin and Socialism 


The idea that sin is a leaky, poor 
roof, poor plumbing, patches on 
overalls and cornbread and molasses 
for breakfast is not new. But Chris- 
tian dedication to that idea is Chris- 
tian socialism. From the moment 
that it is governmentally maintained 
it ceases to be Christian socialism 
and becomes simply socialism. Su- 
perimpose tyranny on it and you 
have Communism — or Nazism — 
or Fascism. 


But the gospel of shingles for the 
roof, plumbing repairs and vitamins 
is a gospel of things — precise- 
ly the sort of things about which 
a dusty-footed Carpenter once said: 


“For after all these things do the 
Gentiles seek.”—From an editorial 
appearing in The Dallas Morning 
News. 
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No one deplores violence more than 
the writer. But the solicitous reports 
of U. N. representatives on the beat- 
ing received by Lumumba on the oc- 
casion of his transfer from the prison 
in Leopoldville to Stanleyville would 
be more impressive if there had been 
a deeper concern shown for the hun- 
dreds of Belgian civilians, particular- 
ly women, who suffered unspeakably 
at the hands of Congolese whose lust 
and avarice had been aroused by Lu- 
mumba and his followers in their cam- 
paign speeches prior to liberation. 


Nowhere more than in the Congo 
has the fatal compromise of the United 
Nations been in evidence. There we 
have seen troops from free, neutralist 
and Communist-dominated countries 
carry out their tasks with a primary 
loyalty to their own national leaders 
rather than to the United Nations. 


We seem happy to continue opera- 
tions under the polite fiction that we 
are following a policy which offers 
the hope of ultimate success. That 
we are blind to the calculated certainty 
that the hoped-for “success” will be 
that of world Communism only in- 
creases the tragedy. 


Enmeshed in the policies and pro- 
cedures of the United Nations we see 
small, unprepared and often commu- 
nist-dominated countries added to the 
organization each with a vote equal 
to our own, so that America’s influ- 
ence recedes as theirs grow and with 
the certainty that in the near future 
we shall find our own nation’s best 
interests — as well as those of the 
entire free world — completely at 
the mercy of ignorant, unworthy and 
grasping small powers which will have 
the control of the United Nations in 
their hands. 


To protest against the one-world 
concept which ignores God and puts 
its trust in man-made organizations 
is increasingly unpopular. That which 
some envision as the ultimate Kingdom 
of God will prove the very opposite, 
for there will be no Kingdom without. 
the King. 
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the SPIRIT 
of a 
STORE ... 


The quotation “no man is an island, entire in it- 
self’’ might apply to a store as well. Such was the 
belief of Belk-Simpson founders who, from the be- 
ginning, attempted to make a citizen as well as 
a success of the first store that opened over 72 
years ago. The basic philosophy did not stop with 
its founders, but is a legacy passed down from one 
generation of Belk-Simpson people to another. It 
was their goal to make of Belk-Simpson’s a store 
of the people, for the people. So, all who made 
up the store family, were encouraged to give of 
their time and energies, as well as of worldly goods, 
for the civic welfare. That’s why when you see 
the sign of progress, whether in the home, church, 
or community, you'll invariably find folks of the 
Belk-Simpson family pitchin’ in. May we and the 
generations to come strive to keep the spirit of 
Belk-Simpson’s bright and shining. 


Belk-Simpson Department Stores 
an integral part of the South 


28 Belk-Simpson stores to serve you with courtesy 
and honest values. Look for the store nearest you 


for the finest in FM radio stay tuned to WMIT 


<a 





SOUTH CAROLINA 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 

J. A. Ellison, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
ee 8. C. 

A. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
The | Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 

R. P. Crumpler, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. 

B. L. Plyler, Mer. -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 

J. A. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 
ae ee ag | Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 

J. H. Lyles, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk’s -.* wa Store 
Laurens, S. 

Se "Es Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 

J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 

C. E. Hinson, Mgr.-Prop. 
Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 

W. L. Hubbard, Mgr. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 

L. A. Reeves, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 

E. J. Copeland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 

F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Mgr.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Ster' 


ling, Ky. 
Willoughby- ‘Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

E. C. Huggins, Mgr.-Prop. 
GEORGIA 

Belk-Simpson Co. 

Bain 


bridge, Ga. 
M. D. Ashley, Mgr.-Prop. 
ARKANSAS 


Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mgr.-Prop. 
OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mgr.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
aw| > Mo. 
J. . McCaskill, Mgr.-Prop. 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 26, 1961 


Jesus Faces The Cross 


Bible Material: John 12 
Devotional Reading: Matthew 16:13-23 


The time of Jesus’ departure out of this world was 
very near; only six days before the passover when He 
was to be delivered up to His bitter enemies to be 
crucified. He had tried to prepare His disciples for 
His coming death, but they were slow to understand 
Him. Peter undertook to rebuke Him, saying, “This 
shall never be unto thee,” and was severely rebuked 
by Jesus Who said, “Get thee behind me, Satan: thou 
art an offence unto Me: for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men.” 


The idea that their Messiah should be crucified was 
very different from their own. They were looking 
for a conquering king; not a suffering Saviour, Who 
would be the Lamb of God to take away the sins of 
the world. Perhaps they thought His time of triumph 
had come when He rode into Jerusalem with the crowd 
shouting, “Hosanna, blessed is He that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord.” ‘They were in for a terrible dis- 
appointment. 


The opposition of the rulers grew in bitterness and 
intensity as the passover drew near. The unbelief of 
the scribes and Pharisees hardened their hearts. Even 
when Lazarus was raised from the grave they were 
not convinced; “nevertheless among the chief rulers 
also many believed on Him; but because of the Phari- 
sees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put 
out of the synagogue: for they loved the praise of men 
more than the praise of God.” Remember what Jesus 
said: “Whosoever will confess Me before men him will 
I confess before the Father, and whosoever shall be 
ashamed of Me, of him will I be ashamed.” Cowardice, 
or the fear of man has kept many men out of the king- 
dom. Two of these men, Joseph and Nicodemus, came 
out openly and begged Pilate for the body of Jesus 
which they prepared lovingly for burial. We hope 
they were saved and became His loyal followers. 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The home of Martha and Mary and Lazarus, which 
also seems to have been the home of Simon the leper 
me may have been the husband of Martha) , became 

“haven of refuge” to Jesus during His last week on 
a before His crucifixion. Most of the days were 
spent in Jerusalem in controversy with the Jewish rulers 
and Jesus was worn out when night came. He, and 
probably some of the disciples, spent most of the night 
at the home in Bethany. What a blessing it was that 
He could find rest in such a home! Let us look at 
some of the details of this twelfth chapter of John. 


12:1-9. 


Mary seems to have understood better even than 
Peter and John that something sorrowful and tragic 
was going to take place. She had sat at Jesus’ feet and 
listened to Him when Martha, the more practical sister, 
had been cumbered with serving. When they made a 
supper for Jesus in the house of Simon she brought a 
pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anoint- 
ed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: 
and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment, 
and the whole world has been filled also with the odor. 
She had no doubt saved her money for a long time in 
order to do this. 


I. The Anointing of Jesus by Mary: 


While John mentions only Judas Iscariot as critic, 
some of the other disciples also seem critical of Mary 
and her lavish use of such costly ointment. Matthew 
says in his account: But when the disciples saw it, 
they had indignation, saying, to what purpose is this 
waste? For this ointinent might have been sold for 
much, and given to the poor.” Yet Judas seems to 
be the chief critic. He is emerging more and more 
clearly in his true character as critic and thief and 
traitor and devil. Jesus said, “Have I not chosen you 
twelve, and one of you is a devil?” 


Judas went to the chief priests and said unto them, 
“What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto 
you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces 
of silver.” None of the rather cold disciples seem to 








KING COLLEGE 


. - Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business, Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
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have appreciated this loving act of Mary. Jesus under- 


stood and praised her for it. He said, “She did it for 
My burial” (Matt. 26:12). 

There are always those who think of money and 
time and service and love as “wasted,” when we give 
these things to our Lord. We are prone to be afraid 
of showing emotion in religion. Let us show our love 
for Him even though the world and sometimes our 
fellow Christians accuse us of waste and extravagance. 


II. Jesus’ Triumphal Entrance into Jerusalem: 12-19. 


This momentus event in the life of our Lord is re- 
corded in all four of the Gospels. Christ Himself 
made preparations for it by sending for the colt on 
which He was to ride. It was a day of triumph for 
Him, a day of rejoicing for His followers and disciples, 
a day of chagrin for the envious Pharisees as they said, 
“Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? Behold, the 
world is gone after Him.” Their hatred made them 
desirous of putting Lazarus to death again because by 
reason of him many of the Jews believed in Jesus. 
Jesus knew that this was but a temporary moment of 
triumph for Him and that He would be delivered into 
the hands of His enemies to be crucified. 


Ill. “We Would see Jesus’: 20-50. 

Certain Greeks came to Philip and said, “Sir, we 
would see Jesus.” Philip tells Andrew and they tell 
Jesus. The world is always seeking “heroes,” men who 
are popular and it would seem that the sight of multi- 
tudes shouting “Hosanna” made a deep impression on 
these Greeks. But little did they realize what sort of 
Jesus it was they wanted to see. They were desirous 
of seeing a popular hero, or king, not a suffering, dying 
Saviour who was to be glorified, not by His life and 
popularity but by His death. 


Notice Jesus’ answer to Andrew and Philip: “The 
hour is come, that the Son of Man should be glorified. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat 
fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it 
die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” It is very clear 
from these words that it is the death of Christ that 
brings greatest glory to His Name. He became obedi- 
ent unto death, even the death of the cross. ‘“Where- 
fore God hath highly exalted Him and given Him a 
name above every name.” The great multitude whom 
no man can number are saved because they have 
washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. They 
will sing the praises of the Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the world. 


The Gospel hymn writers have seen this truth and 
have expressed it in so many of the hymns we love 
to sing. Some theologians are strangely blind to this 
obvious fact. Of course we glory in the perfectly holy 
life of our Lord, and His matchless teaching, but we 
glory in His sacrificial death most of all. Paul, the 
greatest theologian of them all, stresses this truth: 
Christ died for our sins; He died for the ungodly; He 
was made sin for us who knew no sin. He loved me 
and gave Himself for me; God forbid that I should 
glory save in the cross of Christ. Paul focused his 
preaching on the death and resurrection of our Lord. 


Going back to our hymns — we find all evangelical 


hymnbooks full of praise to Christ because of His 
death on the cross: 


“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross, 
On which the Prince of Glory died: 
My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride.” 


This has been called the greatest hymn in the Eng- 
lish language. Then, how we love “At the Cross,” 
“There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood,” and “I will 
Sing of my Redeemer.” If we have a hymnbook in 
Heaven I am sure it will be full of hymns of praise 
to Christ for His dying love. We can see this when 
we read the “doxologies” in the Book of Revelation. 
Let us read one of these: “Unto Him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests unto God and His 
Father; to Him be glory, and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen” (Rev. 1:5,6). 


Let me repeat and emphasize this truth that Jesus 
spoke when He said, “The hour is come, that the Son 
of man should be glorified.” The Saviour was, without 
a shadow of doubt, speaking of His coming death. It 
would also glorify the Father. Verse 28 says: ‘Father, 
glorify thy Name. Then came a voice from heaven, 
saying, I have both glorified it, and will glorify it 
again.” The death of the Son was to the glory of the 
Father Who so loved the world that He gave Him, and 
to the glory of the Son Who willingly gave Himself. 
The purpose of His coming was to die: “For this 
cause came I unto this hour.” 


Jesus’ death is the cause of fruitfulness: “Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” 
The preaching of the cross still is to. the Jews a stumb- 
ling block, and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those 
who believe, both Jews and Greeks, it is the power 
of God. Paul says he determined not to know any- 
thing among them save Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 
That Christ died for our sins and rose again from the 
dead were the two main subjects of his preaching. It 
is this “Old, Old Story” of redeeming grace that brings 
forth much fruit. 


It is His death that draws men to Him. “And, I, 
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
Me. This He said, signifying what death He should 
die.” Men are drawn to Christ by His perfect life 
and matchless teaching, but the main thing that draws 
sinners to Christ is His death for sinners on the cross 
of Calvary. Love so amazing, so divine, demands our 
lives, our souls, our all. This is the thing that sets 
Him apart from all other religious leaders. Herein 
is the magnetism of Jesus, the Son of God, and Saviour 
of the world. 


Let me repeat these three things: It is the death of 
Jesus that glorifies Him and the Father; it is His death 
that will bring forth much fruit: it is His death that 
will draw all men unto Him. 


There is a lesson for us, too: “He that loveth his 
life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this 
world shall keep it unto life eternal... If any man will 
serve Me, let him follow Me . . . him will My Father 
honour.” 
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FOR FEBRUARY 26, 1961 





By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





Into All The Weorld 


Scripture—Mark 16:9-16. 

Suggested Hymns— 
“O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 
“Heralds of Christ Who Bear the King’s Commands” 
“Rescue the Perishing” 


SUGGESTION TO PROGRAM LEADER: (This 
is a program dealing with the “why” and the “what” 
of Christian missions. One of the most effective ways 
of getting the missionary idea across to your young 
people is to invite a missionary to speak to them on this 
general theme. Possibilities for such a speaker are: 
Missionaries on furlough, retired missionaires, children 
of missionaries, and candidates for missionary service.) 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: Dur- 
ing February and the first week of March the Presby- 
terian Church observes World Missions season. Each 
year at this season all the people of our Church are 
urged to study some particular phase of our mission 
work. The theme for the observance this year is “Into 
All the World Together.” For our program this week 
we shall pay special attention to the first part of this 
theme “Into All the World.” We shall determine 
why it is that Christians are compelled to go into all 
the world and what it is that they do when they go. 
Next week we shall see whether it is important that 
when Christians go into all the world they go together. 


FIRST SPEAKER: ‘Today most Christians believe 
that the Church has an obligation to take its message 
into all the world. What are the reasons for this con- 
viction? Why do we feel it is necessary to take Chris- 
tianity to people of other races and nations even though 
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they may already have a religion of their own? 
have said, “The religion of the fuzzy-wuzzy is good 


Some 


enough for him.” 


Why do Christians disagree with 
such a thought? 


In the first place, we feel obligated to take the Chris- 
tian message into all the world because Christ clearly 
commanded it. Our Lord’s last earthly utterance was 
a command to His disciples to “preach the Gospel to 
every creature,” “to make disciples of all nations,” to 
be His witnesses unto the “uttermost parts of the earth.” 
We believe the marching orders He gave those first 
disciples are also applicable to us. 


We feel compelled to preach the Gospel of Christ 
to all the world because Christianity is not “just anoth- 
er religion among many.” We believe that the only way 
men can have eternal, spiritual life is to put their faith 
in Jesus as their Saviour. (Read John 14:6 and Acts 
{:12.) We believe that those who do not put their 
faith in Christ are eternally lost. (Read John 3:18 
and 36.) Preaching the Christian Gospel, then, is not 
merely a matter of helping people and showing them a 
better way, it is a matter of life and death. It is a 
matter of eternal life and eternal death. Seeing that 
so much is at stake, is it any wonder we feel obligated 
to take the Christian message to all the world? The 
real wonder is that we are no more concerned than 
we are. 


SECOND SPEAKER: What exactly are Christians 
about when they go into all the world in the Name of 
Christ? We have given a partial answer to that ques- 
tion already. When we go into all the world we take 
with us the Gospel of Christ and we proclaim it. What 
is the Gospel? It is the Good News that God’s Son 
came into the world to save sinners by dying for sins; 
and rising again. It is the good news that Christ does 
in fact save those who believe in Him. Telling the 
good news is the most important thing Christ’s repre- 
sentatives can do when they go into all the world 
in His Name. In fact, that is the main reason for their 
going. Paul said, “Woe is unto me, if I preach not the 
Gospel.” 


Christians not only proclaim the Gospel by their 
words when they go out into the world, they demon- 
strate it in their lives. A Christian is a living example 
of what the Gospel can do. He is a person in whom 
Christ lives and in whom the love of God can be seen. 
Our Christian missionaries not only declare the love 
of God by word of mouth, they demonstrate the love 
of God through deeds of practical helpfulness. This 
is witness by means of deeds. Our medical and educa- 
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tional missionaries heal diseases and banish ignorance 
because they have the love of Christ in them. They 
are always faithful to connect their deeds of helpfulness 
with their Christian faith. A person who finds it hard 
to believe that God loves and saves, finds it much easier 
to understand once his body has been healed or his 
mind enlightened through the skilled, loving work of 
Christian missionaries. Christian missionaries not only 
take the message of love and salvation but they demon- 
strate by their own lives how wonderfully effective the 
message is. 


PROGRAM LEADER: This responsibility of tak- 


ing the Gospel into all the world is an obligation which 
is laid upon us all. It is not, as we sometimes seem to 
think, the responsibility solely of the missionaries. The 
words “go ye” come to us with startling directness. 
Are we willing to go should Christ single us out for 
missionary service? If He makes it clear that He does 
not want us to go personally, do we recognize that we 
have a definite responsibility to send and support oth- 
ers? Christ is still saying to us in one way or another, 
Go ye into all the world.” What response have we 
made? 


Closing Prayer. 








BOARD OF WOMEN’S WORK 
SETS CONFERENCE DATES 


ATLANTA, Ga. — Dates for 1962 
and 1963 Women’s Conferences at 


Okla., secretary. 


Josey of Manning, S. C., vice-chair- 
man; Mrs. J. I. Jordan of Duncan, 


SMYRNA BUYS ACREAGE, 
PLANS FOR EXPANSION 


SMYRNA, Ga. — Purchase of a 
choice tract of land and plans for a 





Montreat were approved at the Jan- 
uary meeting of the Board of Women’s 
Work. They are July 12-19, 1962, 
and July 11-18, 1963. 


The Board also re-elected all its of- 
ficers: Mrs. W. A. McCutchen of Char- 
lotte, N. C., chairman; Mrs. W. Rex 


In other action, the Board: author- 
ized appointment of a committee to 
study Synodical structure; dissolved 
and thanked its Montreat building 
committee; and nominated Mrs. Graves 
H. Thompson and Mrs. Julius H. Smitb 
to the board of managers of United 
Church Women. 


long-range expansion program have 
been announced by the Smyrna church, 
whose pastor is the Rev. John H. 
Knight. 


The congregation purchased a 21- 
acre tract known as the Fuller Estate, 


located on South Atlanta Street, ad- 





by GORDON GIROD 


or for someone as a gift. 





$2.50 





A NEW BOOK .. 


FOR EVERY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH HOME! 


“The Way of 
Salvation” 


There are those who take a special delight in 
reading well-written books about the Reformed 
faith. They will not be disappointed in this new 
book by the Rev. Gordon Girod, well known radio 
minister, and pastor of the Seventh Reformed 
Church, Grand Rapids. Taking as his subject the 
Order of Salvation, the Rev. G. Girod delineates, 
in a remarkably clear way, the steps, or stages, 
of salvation. Buy this book NOW — for yourself, 


Order from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 


joining Brawner’s Sanitarium. Elder 
Harry Evans and Deacon Rufus Adair 
had charge of the $40,000 transaction. 


e Acreage fronting South Atlanta 
Street will be reserved for ultimate 
construction of a church building, ed- 
ucational, recreational and administra- 
tive facilities. Approximately 12 
acres will be sold for restricted hous- 
ing purposes. Smyrna is reputed to 
be the fastest-growing city in the 
Southeast. 





MISSIONS GETS 91 PCT. 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Receipts of 
the Board of World Missions from liv- 
ing donors in 1960 totalled $4,149,857, 
or 91.08 per cent of the budget of 
$4,530,000, Treasurer Curry B. Hearn 
has reported. Other income brought 
the total receipts to $4,504,594. 





‘EXODUS’ AUTHOR SPEAKS 


DAVIDSON, N. C. — Leon Uris, 
author of the best-selling novel EX- 
ODUS, is scheduled to appear at David- 
son College Feb. 22-23 in the second 
annual Book-of-the-Year Program. He 
is to participate in a panel discussion 
and speak to the student body. 
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LOUISVILLE LECTURER 
REVIEWS FIVE POINTS 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. — With the ac- 
cent on the modern world and modern 
man, Dr. David H. C. Read of the 
Madison Ave. Presbyterian Church of 
New York brought Calvinistic theology 
up to date during mid-winter lectures 
at Louisville Seminary. 


Casting his remarks in contemporary 
language with application to the con- 
temporary situation, the Scottish-born 
lecturer brought home the basic truths 
taught by Reformed theology about 
God and man. In a day when 16th 
century theology is widely deprecated, 
Dr. Read handled his subject in 
such a way that most of his audience 
hardly realized they were listening to 
the relevance of the Five Points of 
Calvinism. 


Under the topic, “Machines, Magic 
and Mystery,” the lecturer exalted 
the majesty and the sovereignty of 
God. “Uncomplicated Christians” 
turned out to be a graphic portrayal 
of man’s sinfulness. As the series 
unfolded, “Faith and the New Fatal- 
ism” emerged as election and “Un- 
finished Business” as perseverance. 


In a parallel series, Dr. Wayne E. 





Falling in Line 

The Presbytery of Western Ken- 
tucky (UPUSA) became the third, 
on January 26, to fall into line with 
an overture to the Buffalo General 
Assembly in May, to put the Blake- 
Pike proposal for the amalgamation 
of Churches into effect. 











Oates, Professor of Psychology of Re- 
ligion at Southern Baptist Seminary, 
Louisville, brought Biblically based 
and spiritually oriented messages on 
pastoral counselling to the students, 
alumni and other visiting ministers. 
Contended Dr. Oates, “Pastoral coun- 
selling is conversation with a Chris- 
tian intention.” It is not oratory 
(preaching) or monologue (psycho- 
therapy), but dialogue (helpful con- 
versation) founded on the truth which 
is in Christ Jesus. 


The program of the week also in- 
cluded seminars on Town and Country 
Church, Christian Relations and the 
Church and Communication Media. 





BELHAVEN ENTERTAINS 
JACKSON, Miss. — “High School 


Day” was scheduled at Belhaven Col- 
lege Feb. 11, with a day-long program 
planned for visiting high school stu- 
dents. The opening chapel service, 
led by the Rev. Morton Smith, was to 
be followed by tours of the campus, 
meetings with faculty and staff mem- 
bers and recreational activities. 





‘CENTRAL MISSISSIPPP 
IS NAME OF NEW UNIT 


FOREST, Miss. — The new Presby- 
tery serving the counties of Missis- 
sippi’s middle belt has decided that its 
name will be “Central Mississippi Pres- 
bytery.” The decision was reached at 
an organizational meeting held here. 


Dr. O. M. Anderson was moderator, 
and Dr. Kelly Unger is moderator in 
nomination for the next meeting, April 
20 at Louisville. Also elected at the 
organizational session were: the Rev. 
W. A. Gamble, stated clerk; the Rev. 
T. G. Kay, recording clerk; the Rev. 
Lawrence Briggs, current expense 
treasurer; and James Beckett, benev- 
olence treasurer. 


General Assembly commissioners 
elected are ministers Tom Kay, J. R. 
Miller, Erskine Jackson and Kelly 
Unger; and ruling elders Herman 





YOU.. 


YOU AND THE WORLD... 
YOU AND WORLD MISSIONS ... 


YOU, as a disciple to whom Christ addressed the Great Commission, can go 
into all THE WORLD for which He gave Himself, by your support of the 
WORLD MISSIONS program of your Church, thus reaching out through some 
five hundred missionaries to 50,000,000 people in nine countries to take them 


the Gospel and to build them into the Church of Christ. 


... WORLD MISSIONS AND YOU 
... THE WORLD AND YOU 


.. 








WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL FOR WORLD MISSIONS 


February 26 - March 5, 1961 
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FROM MOSCOW 
TO MOBILE... 


from Boston to Bombay—the troubled world is changing. Colo- 
nies struggle to be free; friendly nations bicker and quarrel; 
family units are twisted into communes; old trade agreements 
fail. Out of today’s flux will emerge the world in which our 
children live. 

Those who will lead that world are studying now in class- 
rooms around the world. Will they guide it well? Or will they 
plunge it into deeper discord? The challenge to learn is theirs; 
the challenge to pray is ours. 


FEBRUARY 19, 1961 IS THE DAY 
OF PRAYER FOR STUDENTS AROUND THE WORLD! 


Pray for those who will shape the future. 

Pray for students in new nations seeking stability. 

Pray for those who must live under oppressive dictators. 

Pray for students of the United States to whom so many look 
for leadership. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 
( DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 


( ‘ ¥ BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
—— BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 





KEEP IT BRIGHT 











Glazier, George Legan, John Kirkman 
and Walter Gwin. 


The Presbytery serving the north- 
ern part of the Synod has chosen “St. 
Andrews” as its name, it was reported. 


LATIN AMERICA-—from p. 6 


profitable only to agnosticism and 
Marxism, not to Protestantism. 


If European history repeats itself in 
Hispanic America, then a probability 
will arise that North American Prot- 
estantism may drive millions of de- 
Christianized South Americans towards 
agnostic or Marxist materialism as in 
the USA and the USSR. In what pro- 
portion? That is impossible to pre- 
dict; but the Catholic Church has al- 
ready started to counteract. 


Pro salute Americae Latinae 


In all the Catholic countries of the 
world, and especially in nations which 
like French Canada are nearer to the 
Latin mind, an international crusade 
is being organized to save Hispanic 
America from the spiritual anarchy 
of the United States. A plan is under 
study to send educators, social workers, 
lay and religious missionaries to the 
rescue of the Church of Christ. Latin 
America will thus become the battle- 
field of the most unneeded struggle of 
its history. 


What will U. S. Protestantism gain 
from its anti-Catholic foray in Latin 
America? Nothing much, nothing of 
any value except an increase of hos- 
tility against the United States 
amongst the people who should normal- 
ly be her allies against Communism. 
How many Latin Catholics will feel 
inclined to shout: “Down with the 
religious imperialism of the United 
States!’’, at the very moment the Com- 
munists have already started to yell: 
“Down with the economic imperialism 
of the United States!” 


Among many mistakes made by our 
beloved neighbors in their defense of 
our civilization, are we not in the pres- 
ence of the most ill-inspired and mis- 
guided proselytism at a crucial moment 
when the Western World must avoid 
all useless causes of disunity and con- 
flict, when all men of good faith must 
rather unite to resist and repulse the 
growing force of Evil? 


* + * * 


See “Across The Editor’s Desk.” 
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SPRINGTIME—from p. 8 


things God prepared for them that 
love Him” (I Cor. 2:9). 


An Eternal Springtime 


Arriving at Christ’s Mission on July 
18, 1960, was indeed the beginning of 
springtime for my soul in the Promised 
Land. I felt a chain was broken with- 
in myself. God had led me all the way. 
He showed me in the three stages of 
my life what an ephemeral and 
poor righteousness I could reach in my 
own strength, depending upon myself 
and other men, begging the Virgin 
Mary and the Roman Church for my 
salvation. The divine Hand that guid- 
ed me through the terrible experience 
of disillusionment to watch the collapse 
of my castle of theological dogma, to 
know the limitation of my possibilities 
for the supernatural, was difficult. 
This was really a hard lesson for me 
to learn: I had to be a child, and to 
be born again “not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will 
of man, but of God” (John 1:18). 


I remember the divine Word by 
Paul: “For our light affliction, which 
is for the moment, worketh for us 
more and more exceedingly an eternal 
weight of glory” (II Cor. 4:17). This 
eternal weight of glory is not only 
in believing but is the joy of salvation 
right here on earth. Jesus Christ had 
begun to shine before my mind and 
into my heart, just like a Brother, a 
Saviour, very close to me; and through 
His precious Name and powerful inter- 
cession before the Father I receive 
every spiritual and material thing, day 
by day, moment by moment. 

The Father is now for me just 
what His Name means. All my life 
He transforms into security, peace, 
and victory. I am sure that He 
watches me — not as I thought be- 
fore, for punishment, but because He 
loves me because I am His son. I 
cannot be afraid about the future: 
I am so sure that the Father is the 
same God, the powerful God of the 
Old Testament, the powerful God of 
Elijah and Elisha and all the prophets. 
How far from my soul is its old an- 
guish! “Thanks be to God for 
His unspeakable gift.” 


ba > 7 * 


Adapted from an article appearing 
in CHRISTIAN HERITAGE magazine, 
the official organ of Christ’s Mission, 
which exists solely to supply the sort 
of aid described in this experience. 





If Christ is the Way, we waste time 
following other roads. 
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Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 
ABRAHAM, ISAAC, AND JACOB 
10. Esau Sells His Inheritance 


DO YOU KNOW why Esau sold his birthright (inheritance) ? 
LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 25:29-34. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about Esau’s birthright? 


THING TO REMEMBER: In Christ we have an inheritance. 
John 1:12; Colossians 3:24. 





ISAAC’S TWIN SONS ARE DIFFERENT 

Genesis 25:25-28. (Write E on the line after each sentence 
that tells about Esau; J after those that tell about Jacob.) 
He was a skillful hunter. 

He liked to stay near home and live in tents. 

He was especially loved by Isaac. 

He was especially loved by Rebekah. alan 
(Esau’s birthright entitled him to respect, authority, and a double 
portion of his father’s property.) 

ESAU SELLS HIS BIRTHRIGHT 


Genesis 25:29-34. 

He sod (boiled) pottage (stew). 

His brother asked him for food. 

He thought he would die of hunger. 

He sold his birthright for pottage. 

He despised (thought little of) his birthright. 


JACOB GETS ESAU’S BLESSING 


Genesis 27: 1-23. 

Rebekah loved him more than his brother. 

He wore his brother’s raiment (clothes). 

He lied to his father. 

He was blessed by Isaac and given the birthright. 
He wept with terrible disappointment. 


CHRIST OFFERS AN INHERITANCE TO HIS FOLLOWERS 


John 1:12; Romans 8:17; Colossians 3:24. To become a child 
ol Ta. UN NN a tiki cite eet eal ce Christ and believe on 
His __ __ __ __._If you are a child of God then you are an 


scien sdaimmataaainteeaeiattinsiass cams 





DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? Where was Abraham’s first 


home? 
(Adapted from “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” Copyright 
1958 by The Sunday School House, Glendale, Calif.) 





MINISTERS 


Warren F. Thuston, Hendersonville, 
N. C., has accepted a call from the 
First Church, South Charleston, W. 
Va. 

D. B. Graybeal, from Pine Hall, N. 
C., to Eagle Springs, N. C. 

C. A. Tucker, from Houston, Tex., 
to Galveston, Tex., the Westminster 
church. 


C. E. Piephoff, from Atlanta, Ga., 
to the Monaghan church, Greenville, 
S. C. 


Arnold B. Poole, from Logan, W. 
Va., to the Pine Shores church, Sar- 
asota, Fla. 


John W. Carpenter, from Malden, 
W. Va., to Charleston, W. Va., 4406 
Malden Dr. 

Charles R. Carter, from Decatur, 
Ga., to the Shearer and Sherrill’s 
Ford churches, Mooresville, N. C. 
Lewis B. Metts, from York, S. C., 
to the First Church, Dallas, N. C. 
Philip J. Lee, Jr., from Brooksville, 
Fla., to Chapel Hill, N. C., as min- 
ister to students at the University 
of N. C. 

James H. Wade, from the First 
Church, Asheboro, N. C., to be- 
come pastor of the Hillsboro, N. C. 
church. 








Presbyterian U.S. Series 
of 


THE PROTESTANT HOUR 
(RADIO) 


presents 


Dr. Joun A. REDHEAD, JR. 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Greensboro, North Carolina 


Topic for: 


Feb. 19 “WHAT ARE THE 
FRUITS OF 


THE SPIRIT?” 


Write for copies of messages to the radio 
station over which they are heard, or to 


TRAV 


341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 












Julian Houston, from Louisville, Ky., 
to the First Church, Liberty, Mo. 


Edward Overcash, from Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., to the Richmond, Ky., 
church. 

Herbert L. Laws, from Cleveland, 
Tenn., to graduate study at Union 
Seminary, Richmond, Va. 

Horace A. Tyler, frem the Fairview 
church, Chattanooga, Tenn., to grad- 
uate study. 

George Carter, recently graduated 
from Columbia Seminary, will be 
ordained as pastor of the Redbank 
church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Russell R. Davis, from graduate work 
at the Medical College of Virginia, 
Richmond, Va., to the Buena Vista, 
Va., church. 


DEATHS 


Mrs. Alice McLain Power, wife of 
retired minister Dr. Charles L. Pow- 
er, was killed in an automobile 
accident which occured as they were 
returning from a meeting of Pres- 
bytery to Memphis, Tenn., January 
17. 


LETTERS 





REAL ECUMENISM 


I am a Bible Class teacher in a 
Methodist Sunday School. For the 
last two years I have been searching 
for some type of Church magazine 
which advocates the teaching of the 
Bible rather than social, economic and 
political ideas as do all Methodist pub- 
lications . . . I wish to read articles, 
etc., which will strengthen my Bible 
knowledge and make me a better fol- 
lower of Christ . . . enclosed you will 
find my check in the amount of $3.00 
for a subscription to the Journal. 


—Miss Sada Carey 
Downsville, La. 


Subscribers to the JOURNAL in- 


clude almost every denomination.—Ed. 





INEFFECTIVE ... DIVIDED? 


The issue (“Is the Church Ineffec- 
tive Because It Is Divided?” — Jan. 
11) should not be whether the Church 
is ineffective, or whether denomina- 
tions (as such) are helpful or harmful. 
The issue at stake is a far more im- 
portant one: whether we are going to 
obey Christ’s command to have “one 
Lord, one faith, and one baptism” 
instead of encouraging the petty di- 
visions existing in the Church to- 
day ... During this “Prayer for Chris- 
tian Unity Week” your article proving 
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the 
seems very inappropriate. 
—K. A. Gingrich 
New York, N. Y. 


We have said it before but it is im- 


“effectiveness” of denominations 


portant enough to say again: Chris- 
tians should favor the union of like- 
minded Christians even as they should 
oppose with all their resources the 
amalgamation of all shades of relig- 
ious opinion into programs and under 
leadership which give little evidence 
of knowing or caring anything about 


the Gospel.—Ed. 





LIKED ‘JOHN SMITH ...’ 
Please accept my special thanks for 
“The Rev. John Smith of Arkland.. .” 
(Jan. 25). It brought back memories 
of 42 years as a country preacher... 
and stirred my soul. 
—(Rev.) Walter G. Somerville 
Gastonia, N. C. 





Priceless Treasures! 


A child with life’s possibilities be- 
fore him ... The Bible with God’s 
power within it .. And VBS with 
its opportunity to bring them to- 
gether into the investment of a 
lifetime! 


VBS promises rich, lasting returns. The po- 
tential growth of God’s Word in the heart of 
a child is beyond calculation. Make your in- 
Vacation Bible School secure by 
ateriais that combine sound pupil 
solid emphasis on Bible teaching 
at Commission materials with two 
e lessons daily, re-inforced by 
and hymn memorization and hand- 
that teaches. 


for your FREE 
Catalog 
Complete Sample Kits $3.95 ppd. 


nfir 
scripture 


work 


Send today VBS 


GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS, Dept. F | 
7401 Old York Road, Phila. 26, Pa. | 
| 

Kindly RUSH the following to me: \ 
[] Free VBS Catalog for 1961 : 

-] Sample Kit-at $3.95 postpaid | 

| 

Name ] 
Address 
eo. af ren State I 


